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et al. (1975); Saoud et al. (2008); Stavrakidis-Zachou et al. (2024)

Body shape: Ellipsoidal, with the
first dorsal spine directed forward, a
forked caudal fin, and a small mouth
with labial folds.

Color: Olive green to brown, with
thin yellow stripes.

IDENTIFICATION CRITERIA
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ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

1924

Indo-Pacific
(Red Sea)

Origin
1  reportst

Mediterranean
1  reportst

Italy

Israel Sicily

Lessepsian migration: arrival via the Suez Canal

ITS HISTORY

In the 100 worst invasives
species list in the
mediterranean

FUN FACTS

The species Siganus rivulatus overgrazes macroalgae,
transforming landscapes and impacting native herbivores like
Sarpa salpa. Highly adaptable to temperature, salinity, and
pollution variations, it thrives in diverse habitats, from rocky
bays to polluted ports. It has commercial value for small
coastal fisheries and potential for aquaculture due to its
rapid growth and resilience. Its flesh is edible and
appreciated in some regions, but it may pose a ciguatera
risk in certain areas.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Report your observation

www.alien-occicat.fr

NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

Marbled
spinefoot  -  Siganus rivulatus

Herbivorous

Olive green to brown
Nageoire caudale

fourchue

Salema - Sarpa salpa

Native Mediterranean species

The only other species of the same genus found
in the Mediterranean, also non-indigenous

Nageoire caudale
tronquée

Oval shape body

Venomous
Do not touch

Elongated body with
thin yellow stripes

Silvery coloration with
bright yellow lines

Yellow circle
around the eyes

Dark spot

 Dusky spinefoot - Siganus luridus

No records

France &
Spain

MINKA © xavi salvador costa
CC BY-NC 

MINKA © xavi salvador costa  CC BY-NC 

Spine pointing
forward

Capable of camouflaging
according to the

environment or context
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https://www.minka-sdg.org/
https://www.minka-sdg.org/
https://bioobs.fr/blog/
https://bioobs.fr/blog/
https://minka-sdg.org/observations/171392
https://observe.minka-sdg.org/observations/85180

