NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
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/1 ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Crepidula fornicata forms dense stacks that monopolize the

substrate, limiting the settlement of local larvae. Its
biodeposits cause siltation of the seabed, promoting hypoxic
conditions, and its metabolic activity increases CO,
pressure in the water, which outgases into the atmosphere.
It competes with bivalves, and its shells create miero-
habitats, altering trophic networks. Economically, it
disrupts oyster farming by clogging oyster shells and

aquaculture structures. It increases management costs

@edging, cleaning) for professionals. J
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Mollusks

- Crepidula fornicata

smooth and oval with a large |

white, yellow, pink, or cream
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Native Mediterranean species, all smaller

Reddish, rough, and rounded
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More rounded and convex shell
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| Elongated, flat, whitish
shell
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