NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
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Caulerpa taxifolia
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& ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Caulerpa taxifolia colonizes the seabed, suffocating local - 14 om
species such as Posidonia oceanica and reducing '\
biodiversity. It synthesizes toxins (caulerpenyne) that repel

marine herbivores, affecting their health and survival. Food
webs and the ecarbon cycle are disrupted because the alga

does not effectively act as a carbon sink. Management ,;R@Fo-}:‘—w o-é—&ej’\/‘aj—(zo-ﬂ/

and eradication costs are high. Fishing and boating are

disrupted by the entanglement of nets and anchors,

@uiring cleanups to prevent further spread. J
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